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OUR MISSION
Seeking to put God’s 

love into action, Habitat 
for Humanity brings 

people together to build 
homes, communities, 

and hope.

Office Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9:00-4:00

Phone:
541-741-1707

Fax:
541-741-6743

Email:
information@sehabitat.org

Website:
www.sehabitat.org

ReStore
Store Hours:

Tues.-Sat. 10:00-6:00
Donation Hours:

Tues.-Sat. 10:00-5:30
Phone:

541-344-4809

2015 Board of Directors

President: Shelley Turner
Vice President: Cindy Pahs
Treasurer: Ryan Bishop
Secretary: Jonathan Price

Don Colgan
Cory Dawson
Zack Fuchs
Mary Merriman
Alain Rebeyrol
Jered Souder
Helen Torres

FAMILY SERVICES

Welcome to two new 
families that joined us 
in March 2015! Nayeli 
Navarrete Bravo and 
her 10-year-old daughter, 
Alitza, currently live in 
a small apartment that 
they share with another 
family. Nayeli works hard 
as a seamstress and her 

biggest dream is to have a home of her own. 
Nayeli has eagerly begun earning her sweat 
equity by volunteering on the construction 
site and in the ReStore.

Martha Fuentes works as a house cleaner 
and has four children —Gabby, Noe, Marco, 

and Mary— who range in age from 13 
to 20. The family currently squeezes into 
a two-bedroom apartment, so they look 
forward to having adequate space in their 
future Habitat home. Martha turned to 
Habitat due to the overcrowding and burden 
of high rent that the family faces. Martha 
and her children have been active partners, 
earning their sweat equity on the build site 
and by attending educational presentations 
at Habitat. This summer, both families are 
taking financial 
education and 
homeownership 
classes at NEDCO 
in Springfield.

On March 29, we celebrated the 
groundbreaking for the Jimenez home, our 
53rd house, and last home to be built on 
Yogi Way in Eugene. The project represents 
the first-ever collaboration between area 

Rotary clubs to fund and build a Habitat 
home. Ursula Jimenez and her children, 
Ishmael and Haley, are very grateful to 
the house sponsors: Eugene Delta Rotary, 
Eugene Metropolitan Rotary, Eugene 
Southtowne Rotary, Springfield Twin Rivers 
Rotary, Northwood Christian Church, Wells 
Fargo, and Oregon Association of Realtors, 
with support from Eugene Association of 
Realtors.  

Construction 
has progressed 
quickly, thanks 
to the terrific 
leadership 
of our Site 
Supervisor, 
Byron Williams, 

his team of dedicated and talented Core 
Volunteers, and enthusiastic and hard-
working additional volunteers. The walls are 
up on the first floor and the second floor is 
taking shape! 

Also serving Walton to McKenzie Bridge, Goshen, Pleasant Hill, 
Marcola, Coburg, Dexter, Lowell, Jasper and Fall Creek.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Rotary Sponsors

Ishmael, Haley, and Ursula

Nayeli and Alitza

The Fuentes Family
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Clive Rainey, Habitat for 
Humanity International’s 

first volunteer and powerful guest 
speaker at our recent Benefit 
Breakfast, often speaks of the impact 
of Habitat’s visionary founders, 
Millard and Linda Fuller.  In his 
book, Theology of the Hammer, 
Fuller proclaimed that “with God, all 
things are possible, and that certainly 
includes a world without shacks and 
homeless people.  Everybody made in 
the image of God, and that’s the whole 
crowd, ought to have a decent place 
to live and on terms they can afford to 
pay.”

To this day, that belief inspires over 
2,000 Habitat affiliates throughout 
the world.  With God’s help, we can 
make a difference for those needing 
decent shelter by collaborating with 
our wonderful donors and community 
partners in new ways, expanding our 
efforts to replace those shacks with 
basic, affordable homes.  

As we work on completing the 5th 
and final house on Yogi Way, and 
commence the first of 2 houses on 
Royal Avenue in Eugene, and as we 
make plans to begin building the 
infrastructure on the multi-unit site on 
R Street in Springfield, 

your support helps us stay focused on 
our mission, true to our underlying 
beliefs, and committed to getting the 
job done.  With a growing team of 
enthusiastic volunteers, and an ever-
widening donor base, our Partner 
Families will be able to build hope and 
stability into their lives for a bright 
future in a home of their own.

That outcome stirs our hearts and 
motivates us to serve more families, 
strengthening our neighborhoods and 
our community. 

-Don Griffin, Executive Director

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CHAIR

Each year in North America, 12 million vehicles reach the 
end of their useful lives. When you donate your vehicle to 
the Habitat Cars for Homes program, running or not, you can 
change lives in your community. 

Over the past 5 years, 27 generous folks have donated 
their vehicles to S/E Habitat, helping fulfill dreams of 
homeownership for local families. 

“By donating our vehicle to CARS FOR HOMES, we were 
able to benefit the environment, as well as help build safe, 
decent homes in our community. The process went very 
smoothly, and we were delighted to designate the proceeds to 
Springfield/Eugene Habitat for Humanity.” – Harry Ziehler, 
Springfield

Got a car you don’t need? Think of Habitat!  Go to http://
www.sehabitat.org/cars-for-homes/  Vehicle pick-up is free!

CARS FOR HOMES: 
ANOTHER WAY TO CHANGE LIVES  

June 13 represents a special day, as we break ground on 
the Martinez family home located at 4966 Royal Avenue. 
As the first-ever S/E Habitat Interfaith Build, the home 
is a spirit-filled partnership with First Congregational 
Church, Central Presbyterian Church, Central Lutheran 
Church and Temple Beth Israel. Additional support is 
provided by Pacific Continental Bank. As Brenda and 
Andres have put in over 350 volunteer hours working on 
other homes and Habitat projects, they are very excited 
to begin work on their forever-home. 

OUR FIRST INTERFAITH BUILD!

The Martinez Family
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VOLUNTEER NEWS

Edwin Farley and Sujin Kay, co-Presidents of the South 
Eugene High School Habitat Campus Chapter, led the 
chapter in two restaurant fundraising events, raising over 
$800 to benefit Habitat. They have been enthusiastic 
volunteers on the construction site, and actively recruited 
SEHS students to help with Habitat outreach events.
 
Sujin’s favorite moment as a Habitat volunteer was on the 
recent house remodel, when she got to help lay sod for the 
lawn: “I had seen the interior of the house a few months 
prior, and the transformation was really impressive. It was 
very gratifying to have been able to contribute, even a small 
amount, to the process.” Thank you to Edwin and Sujin, and 
congratulations on your graduation this month!

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
• Alpha Phi Omega
• Central Lutheran Church
• First United Methodist Church
• Grace Lutheran Church
• Levi Strauss & Co. 
• Ninkasi Brewing Co.
• Pacific Continental Bank
• Pentagon Federal Credit Union
• South Eugene High School 
• Southtowne Rotary
• Springfield Lutheran Church
• Symantec
• United Lutheran Church

VOLUNTEER TEAMS

BUILD A HOUSE IN AN HOUR? YES, WE DID!
 
It takes a village to fund a house in an hour – and on April 28, this community made it happen! With the support 
of generous individuals and businesses, we raised over $110,000 at our annual Benefit Breakfast – enough 
funds to build A HOUSE AND A HALF! Thank you for changing the future for local families, who will have a 
safe, affordable home of their own. Visit our website at www.sehabitat.org to watch the moving video about the 
Martinez family that inspired people to open their hearts and wallets. 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR CHALLENGE HOSTS:
Alan Turanski, President, GloryBee Foods
Erik Vos, CFO, Timber Products
Jason Pellegrini, CEO, Quantum Health
John Murphy, Jr., V.P., Murphy Co.
Jordan Papé, CEO, The Papé Group
Matt and Tanya Powell, Elliott Wood, Owners,              
    Windermere Real Estate
Nikos Ridge, CEO, Ninkasi Brewing Co.
 
And our EVENT SPONSORS:
Citizen’s Bank
Square Deal Lumber
US Bank
5150 graphX

2015 BENEFIT BREAKFAST
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A BRUSH WITH KINDNESS

In February, our Site Supervisor, Byron Williams, and the volunteer crew built a beautiful new deck on a mobile home in 
Veneta! The deteriorating deck and stairs were replaced with all new ones, and repairs were made to the porch roof and 
trailer tongue. These improvements are a great benefit to the elderly homeowners, who can now safely access (and enjoy) 
their home for years to come. 

In April, we completed a brush removal project for 
a Eugene homeowner whose yard was overgrown 
with blackberries.  South Eugene High School 
Campus Chapter volunteers worked on this project 
to clear the yard, and the bushes are no longer 
encroaching on the home.

Do you know someone who would benefit from 
a home repair?  We are currently accepting 
applications and are eager to complete repair 
projects for low-income veterans, elderly, and/or 
disabled homeowners. There is currently no wait 
list for the program. Eligible projects: Exterior 
Painting; Landscaping; Accessibility Ramps, 
Gutter Repair, Deck and Stair Repair.

Call (541) 741-1707 for information and to apply.
               Veneta Deck - After               Veneta Deck - Before

Open 5 Days a Week!

Tuesday-Saturday 

10am-6pm

Free Donation 
Pickup Available

www.sehabitat.org
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Habitat representatives joined hundreds of Oregonians 
to advocate for affordable housing, rally on the Capitol 
steps, and share the positive effects of homeownership 
with legislators. On May 18, HB 2690 passed a 
House vote 57-1, allowing nonprofit homeownership 
developers (such as Habitat) serving low-income 
households to hold property tax-free until development 
ends. Opportunity Days was organized by the Oregon 
Housing Alliance, which advocates for state legislation 
and funding that allows everyone to have a safe, decent 
place to live.

RAISE A PINT TO RAISE A 
ROOF! Our wonderful craft beer 
community continues to support 
Habitat. On May 26, Hop Valley 
hosted their Hops for Hope fundraiser 
by donating $1.00 for every pint sold. 

BEYOND OUR BORDERS 

Clap your hands, as 
two more Habitat 
families have paid 
off their mortgages! 
In January, we 
celebrated with 
Alfonso and Edith 
Ramirez with a 
mortgage-burning 

ceremony at their 
Springfield home. 

The Ramirez family moved into their house in 1998, raised 
four children there, and then paid off their 20-year mortgage 
three years early. “You know we’re really grateful for 
their hard work. They taught us that with hard work and 
dedication they could give us a stable home,” said daughter 
Italivy. 

Randy and Sarah Ross also paid off their mortgage this 
winter. The couple moved into their Eugene home in 1994, 
and raised five children there. This was the 6th Habitat house 
completed in the area. Congratulations to the Ramirez and 
Ross families!

Burn, Mortgage, Burn!

The Ramirez Family

HABITAT HAPPENINGS

	  

Join us on Wednesday, June 24, 
at the Bier Stein for their “Tapping 
into the Community” event. A keg 
of a special-release craft beer will be 
tapped with 100% of the proceeds 
going to Habitat until the keg is 
gone! Watch our June e-news when 
we announce the beer selection!

Welcome and Thank You to Haggen Food & 
Pharmacy! To celebrate the launch of their new stores 
in Eugene and Springfield, Haggen donated $1,000 to 
S/E Habitat and two other non-profits. Please support 
our newest Habitat partner!

GOT A PROJECTOR?

Habitat wants to project our message to the world! But 
our projector is old and tired. If you would like to help 
us send a sharp, clear picture of the impact of stable, 
permanent housing by donating a projector, please call 
the office at (541) 741-1707.  
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Go Paperless! 

Email informati on@sehabitat.org

to sign up!

Joining over 300 other Habitat affiliates, we participated in 
Women Build Week from May 2-9. With generous sponsorship 
from Lowe’s Home Improvement, over 60 women volunteered 
on our Yogi Way house! 

The women installed floor joists, laid the sub-floor, framed and 
raised four walls, and more. All six Habitat partner families 
participated in the week by swinging their hammers alongside 
a wide range of community volunteers. 

Lowe’s also hosted a painting skills clinic at their store, where 
Women Build volunteers learned techniques in paint rolling, 
trim work, and spackling. A huge thank you to these volunteers 
for making a powerful statement about women’s impact on 
affordable housing in our community!

NATIONAL WOMEN BUILD WEEK 2015

Women Build Wall Raise

Women Build Partner Families


