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Our Mission

Seeking to put God’s
love into action,
Habitat for Humanity
brings people together
to build homes,
communities, and hope.

Letter From the Executive Director
Fifteen years ago, a new fork in my life’s
journey led me to Habitat for Humanity.
For the first time in my career, I found my
work, my values, and my faith intertwined in
wonderful, close-knit ways. I gravitated to
Habitat founder Millard Fuller’s statement that
“with God, all things are possible, and that
certainly includes a world without shacks and
homeless people. Everybody made in the
image of God, and that’s the whole crowd,
ought to have a decent place to live and on terms they can afford to pay.”
To this day, this belief charges my battery and guides my work. With God’s help I know
we can grow despite difficult times, in the midst of new collaborations, and through
major life changes. We can find common ground within in a sea of differences.
Looking into the eyes of a Habitat homeowner,
I have seen and felt the blessing they know
because of the generosity of donors and
volunteers. Hearing the words of thanks shared
by a homeowner touches my heart and assures
me that Christ’s spirit of love for our neighbor is
being expressed by our supporters.

I know that Habitat lives
deep in my soul and that with
God’s help our community
will continue to help lives be
refreshed and transformed
through a Habitat home.

As retirement nears, I find myself reflecting on
our stellar volunteers, who we call our Habitat Heroes: a site supervisor who
dedicated over 1,000 hours a year; a once-a-week volunteer who stepped up to help
govern the affiliate and guide an HOA; a visionary who led us to new offices and the
ReStore, then advanced to even broader support of Habitat; an inspirational volunteer
who gave life to Women Build; board members working around the clock to merge
the Cottage Grove Area and Springfield/Eugene Habitats; thousands of volunteers
sharing their time in the office, on a build, in the ReStore, at an information booth,
working with a Habitat family, or sharing their resources to help their neighbors. We
owe our Habitat Heroes much gratitude for their diligence, patience, unwavering
support, and steadfast commitment to our community.
I do not know what comes next for me, but I know that Habitat lives deep in my soul
and that with God’s help our community will continue to help lives be refreshed and
transformed through a Habitat home. And that, dear friends and supporters, brings
joy to my heart, feeds my faith, and revitalizes my spirits. May it be so for you as well.
- Don Griffin
Executive Director, Habitat for Humanity of Central Lane
Don will be retiring from Habitat from Humanity at the end of June.
A farewell party is being planned for later in the spring.
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Leah Builds a Future for
her Family

Misty Works Hard for a Home
Cottage Grove resident Misty found herself struggling
financially after raising her children and getting a
divorce. She has worked hard to rebuild her life,
but has been unable to find safe and affordable
housing options in her area. She currently lives in an
apartment building made of converted exam rooms
behind a now-closed hospital. The rooms are small
and lack central heating, and are often overrun with
mice. In addition, because of the derelict buildings
around them, drug activity is high and she worries
about safety. She was thrilled when Habitat accepted
her as a homebuyer!

Cottage Grove Home Dedication
On March 24 we celebrated
the completion of our
69th house, which will be
purchased by the Parsons
family with an affordable
mortgage. Bryan and
Lindsey completed nearly
600 hours of “sweat equity,”
volunteer time spent
working on their home and at Habitat events.
They participated in many classes to prepare for
homeownership, including financial education and
emergency preparedness. As they move furniture and
unpack boxes, they can feel proud of achieving their
longtime goal of finding a safe, stable place to raise their
growing family.
Representatives from home sponsors Wells Fargo and
the Oregon Association of Realtors spoke, and the
family thanked the many community members who
helped make the home possible by giving their time,
money, and in-kind support.

Three years ago, Leah was saving to buy a house
when a family emergency led to her becoming the
guardian for her sister’s three children. In immediate
need of a larger space that would allow her to
keep the siblings together, she drained her savings
to move into her current rental, where she pays
roughly half of her income on rent and utilities.
Leah never lost sight of her goal of homeownership,
but the unexpected strain on her finances has made
it difficult. She signed up with Habitat to provide
an affordable and permanent home for herself and
her nieces and nephew, and is working hard on
her sweat equity hours and homeowner education
classes.
Photo: Misty (left) and Leah (right) each came to Habitat
after changing circumstances made stable and affordable
homeownership a priority

Crab Feed a Hit!
More than 300 guests and 25
volunteers participated in our
9th annual Crab Feed on
February 17 in Cottage Grove.
The event raised over $11,000 and featured a dinner of
fresh crab and sides as well as live entertainment by the
annie Mae Rhodes band and the Almost Home band.
Special thanks to The Book Mine, Buster’s Main Street
Café, Carousel House Cleaning, Chateau Loraine, the City
of Cottage Grove/The Armory, Garden of Ink, KNND 1400
Radio, Photographer Greg Lee, Ninkasi Brewery, Nobel
Estate Vinyards, and the Rotary Interact Club / Key Club, at
Cottage Grove High School for making the party happen!

Old Car Leaking Oil in Your
Garage? Donate it to Habitat!

Clean up your yard and help build homes at the same
time. Vehicles of many conditions are accepted and
pickup is available.
Get started at habitatlane.org/cars-for-homes
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How to Volunteer With Habitat

Habitat Herald

Hope Loop House #70 Update

Habitat volunteers work in a variety of roles –on
the construction sites, in our two ReStore locations,
and throughout the community at special events.
Volunteering is a great way to learn new skills,
meet new people, and increase affordable housing
availability in the community. We have opportunities
suitable for individuals, groups of various sizes, and
for professionals. Learn how to get started below:
Individuals:
1. Register Online at sehabitat.volunteermatrix.com
2. Attend a Volunteer Orientation
3. Sign Up for a Volunteer Opportunity
Groups:
1. Inquire with the Habitat Office
a. Via Email: amanda.adams@habitatlane.org
b. Via Phone: 541-741-1707
2. Schedule a Build Date & Coordinate Details
3. Fill Volunteer Spaces and Show Up to Build!
Professionals:
1. Inquire with the Habitat Office
a. Via Email: amanda.adams@habitatlane.org
b. Via Phone: 541-741-1707
2. Meet with Habitat Staff to Discuss Your Skills
3. Get to work and help Support Habitat in the
Community!

Construction on this home in Eugene is well underway,
much to the delight of the future homeowner, a single
mom and her teenage son, who recently experienced
a house fire in their rental home. The foundation has
been poured, framing is completed for both the first
and second stories, and the trusses are in place. As the
home takes shape, the future homeowner is working
on selecting flooring, paint colors, and completing the
required education. This house will be our focus during
the spring season and we are busy at work scheduling
volunteers and groups to help build.
Keep an eye out for the home dedication in June 2018!

Meet Daphne Loose, Our ReStore
Volunteer of the Month
Daphne came to the ReStore three years ago
through another nonprofit program. She liked it
enough to stay on, and has since amassed well over
800 volunteer hours.
Daphne believes strongly in Habitat’s mission and
while she is employed elsewhere, she’s made it her
mission to be here every Friday. Great at customer
service, cashiering and answering calls, Daphne’s
positive can-do attitude and impressive skill sets
have made her invaluable for our organization.
We appreciate Daphne’s service to the ReStore and celebrate all that she
has done to give back.
If you or someone you know is interested in honing new skills, polishing
up old ones or simply meeting new people in the community, why not
think about volunteering for the ReStore. There is always something to do
here, and we’d enjoy having you as part of our team.
Photo: Daphne with ReStore Director Scott Morris
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Benefit Breakfast April 24

Because everyone deserves a safe, decent,
and affordable place to call home.
Journalist and storyteller Rick Dancer will speak with
Habitat homeowners in many stages of their journey
as they share their experiences, from working on sweat
equity hours to growing up in a Habitat home. We hope
you can join us!
Tuesday, April 24 • Eugene Hilton • 66 E 6th Ave
Registration 7:00 a.m. • Breakfast 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Call 541-741-1707 or visit habitatlane.org to RSVP.
Attendance is free, but there will be an invitation to give
a donation.
Thank you to our generous sponsors!
KPD Insurance • Northwest Community Credit Union •
Alberty Asset Management • Lifetime Eye Care • Moss
Adams • National Firefighter/Industrial Source • PG Long
Floorcovering • Roseburg Forest Products • Summit Bank
• US Bank • Alliance Insurance Group • Citizens Bank

Join us for Women Build Week
May 5-13, 2018

Women Build Week is a nationwide initiative in
partnership with Lowe’s that supports Habitat’s Women
Build Program. This year marks the 11th annual National
Women Build Week, and it will be celebrated by more
than 300 communities nationwide during the week of
May 5-13. Women Build works to empower women as
they volunteer on Habitat for Humanity projects that
build stability in their communities. Join us this National
Women Build Week to help make homeownership a
reality for a local family!
Women Build Dates
• Saturday, May 5th
• Wednesday, May 9th
• Thursday, May 10th
• Friday, May 11th
• Saturday, May 12th
Build days run 8:30am-2:30pm
and are located at 370 Hope Lp.
in Eugene. Please sign up online
at sehabitat.volunteermatrix.com

