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Help Build Strength and Stability 

through Shelter 

Sponsor the 2019 

Women Build House! 



Foundation Sponsors each give $5,000 towards the cost of our Women 

Build House, laying the foundation of the home. Sponsors Receive: 

 
 Opportunity to speak at groundbreaking and home dedication ceremonies. 

 Opportunity to speak at Women Build-related kick-off and completion events. 

 Named as a Foundation Sponsor in Habitat-issued press releases at the beginning and end 

of construction, as well as in all marketing materials surrounding the Women Build. 

 Team build day with preferred scheduling* 

 Recognition at build site.  

 Recognition in our annual report and one of our twice-yearly newsletters.  

 Recognition in our monthly electronic newsletter. 

*Team build days are optional and are a great way to increase the impact of your sponsorship 

among your staff. Sponsor build days are NOT restricted to women, however participants must 

be 18 years of age or older. Build days are typically scheduled Wed-Sat, 8:45-2:30 and are     

limited to stages of construction that can support groups of volunteers. We will do our best to 

schedule during the sponsor’s preferred dates and stages of construction as long as it doesn’t 

delay the progress of a project. Both skilled and novice volunteers are welcome and appreciated. 

Why Sponsor a Women Build House? 
 

Women have the capacity and determination necessary to build Habitat houses, addressing the 

problem of substandard housing in a concrete way so that families have safe, decent, and affordable 

houses. Women volunteers boost Habitat’s capacity to build more houses and serve more families. 

More than 1,800 Women Build houses have been built since the program began in 1998. 

 

Women Build is not about excluding men, it’s about including women so that they can learn  

construction skills on a more inclusive construction site. 

 

Women Build events have proven to be popular both in our community and nationally. We had 

more than 60 women participate last year during Women Build Week, which is part of a national 

event that happens every May. Nationally, more than 40,000 women participate in Women Build 

events. 



What is a Women Build House?  
 

Habitat for Humanity’s Women Build programs engage 

volunteers and partners to address challenges faced by 

women and children—such as lack of opportunity and 

training—at home and around the world.  

 

In the United States, Women Build promotes the  

involvement of women in the construction of Habitat  

houses. Women Build projects are an opportunity for  

women to learn construction skills in a supportive  

environment, empowering them as they address the  

problem of substandard housing. Additionally, Women 

Build brings together women from all walks of life to  

advocate for affordable housing and safer, stronger  

communities.  

 

In 2019, we are asking women in our community to 

build on the foundation laid by our Women Build  

Sponsors and to accept the challenge of  constructing  

and completing the funding for a Habitat house.  

Meet Rachel, our Future Homeowner! 

Rachel and her young son Daniel live in Section 8 

housing while she works and attends the University of 

Oregon part time, where she is pursuing a bachelor’s 

degree in Family and Human Services with the goal of 

becoming a counselor. Daniel was diagnosed with a 

cognitive disability requiring special education and  

Rachel is planning for a future where he may need to 

live with her well into adulthood. Rachel is grateful for 

subsidized housing but it isn’t a permanent solution. It is 

still too expensive, costing more than half of her  

monthly income, and she deals with mold, leaking  

windows, and a pervasive flea problem that extends 

throughout the neighborhood. There is no yard to play 

in and Rachel worries that, because Daniel is less 

aware of his surroundings than a typical child, he will be 

hit by a car. “I would love nothing more than to be able 

to offer him a safe home and a yard that he can  

explore without being in danger,” she says. 



Why Housing Matters 

Lane County is experiencing a housing crisis. Nearly half of local residents are struggling to pay 

for housing and cover basic necessities.  Many families are living in housing that is substandard, 

crowded, or temporary.   

Habitat for Humanity homeowners achieve the strength, stability, and independence they need to 

build a better life for themselves and their families. A recent survey by Habitat for Humanity of 

Oregon found that: 

 92% of children raised in Habitat homes graduate from high school, exceeding Oregon’s 

rate by 17 percent.  

 63% of children received better grades since moving into their Habitat home. 

 86% of families, when asked how long they planned to stay in their Habitat home, respond-

ed with either “they can’t ever imagine” leaving, or plan to stay “for a very long time.” 

How Habitat’s Program Works 

Individuals and families in Habitat’s program 

work toward building and buying their own 

home with an affordable, very-low-interest Hab-

itat mortgage. Payments are based on 30% of the 

applicant’s gross income at the time of sale. 

Program completion typically takes 1-2 years 

from time of acceptance to time of purchase. Ap-

plicants must live or work within the Central 

Lane service area. Applicant’s income must be 

within 40-60% of median area income based on 

household size, they must have a demonstrated 

need for housing, the ability to pay an affordable 

mortgage, and a willingness to partner with 

Habitat.  

Each household is required to do 300 to 500 

hours of “sweat equity” volunteer time before 

purchasing their home. This includes working 

on Habitat build sites, attending monthly meet-

ings, taking educational classes, and participat-

ing in financial reviews to prepare for successful 

homeownership. 


