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Financial Literacy is a key educational component 
that enhances the abilities of the communities 
where Habitat Nicaragua works. Every intervention 
in every community, across the board, include the 
component of financial literacy.

Financial Literacy teaches the process of properly 
managing the family economy that will promote 
and build capacities, skills, values and habits as 
tools for individual, family and community growth. 
It will also improve living conditions and foster 
responsible decision making among the members 
of the community.

The main objective of the financial training is 
to educate and provide simple tools to families 
to help them better manage and control their 
finances. This training also aims to promote 
strategic investment to improve their living 
conditions and social habitat. It also promotes 
savings to achieve financial goals so that they 
may eventually qualify for  home improvement  
subsidies or other financial programs. 

Finally, the training also intends to create a model 
where individuals and families can share their 
experiences and learn from one another. Applying 
this knowledge will strengthen the integrated 

[Saving becomes progress]

economy of the individual, the community and the 
nation.

Habitat for Humanity Nicaragua, in cooperation 
with allied organizations, has trained 540 
people in different areas of the country such as 
Managua, Somoto and Estelí. At the moment 
several communities are currently involved in 
financial literacy training, such as Villa El Carmen 
in San Rafael del Sur. Our objective is to train 858 
people by the end of 2013.
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In early 2012, Habitat for Humanity Nicaragua conducted a pilot 
project involving Ecologically Modified Toilets with families in the 
community La Gallina. The goal of the project was to evaluate 
the efficiency of treatment of sewage from each of the system 
components and to assess the level of acceptance of this 
technology by the participating families. 

The ecological toilets gave the families an eco-friendly alternative 
to the traditional latrines that were contaminating the  ground and 
surface water sources. The families used this water to drink, clean 
dishes, and bathe without knowledge of the level of contamination 
and the impact that this could have on the health of the community 
members.

On March 15, twenty-two Water and Sanitation Committee 
members, community promoters and pilot project participants 
from San Cayetano, La Gallina, Km 54 and Masachapa gathered 
to exchange their opinions and experiences on the new technology 
and the benefits this has brought to their lives. Habitat Nicaragua 
also participated so they could share the  results of the pilot 
project,  the performance of the ecological toilets, and the impact 
on the participating families.

The meeting was also attended by representatives of Plan 
International and the Municipality of San Rafael del Sur, which were 
a fundamental support  for the management and implementation 
of this technology in the community.

Habitat has always been committed to return and share 
experiences and lessons learned in our projects, so we can also 
know the perception of the leaders, families and community that are 
involved and benefited by our programs. Through comprehensive 
interventions and multiplication of knowledge, we fulfill our mission 
to not only build homes, but also build communities and hope.

[Exchanging experiences with the community]
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[New water system in La Gallina]
4.500 meters were dug for pipelines
Pumping capacity: 1.89 liters per second
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Residents of La Gallina, a rural community located 
in San Rafael del Sur, 59 kilometers from Managua, 
will finally have drinking water in their homes thanks 
to the alliance of FEMSA Foundation, represented 
by Coca-Cola FEMSA Nicaragua, and Habitat for 
Humanity.

For many years, the inhabitants of Gallina faced 
serious health problems due to the quality of drinking 
water from contaminated sources  available to them 
and used for domestic chores.

Life and health conditions improved for the families 
of La Gallina since the drinking water system with 
residential water services was installed in the 
community.

“As part of our commitment to the communities where 
we operate and our sustainability platform, Coca-
Cola FEMSA Nicaragua and FEMSA Foundation 
joined efforts to donate a water treatment plant to 
the town. Access to this cherished resource will 
positively change the lives of each of these people,” 
said Arturo Campos, Director of Corporate Affairs of 
Coca-Cola FEMSA Central America

FEMSA Foundation and Coca-Cola FEMSA 
Nicaragua collaborated with Habitat for Humanity 
Nicaragua, Plan Nicaragua and San Rafael del 
Sur’s City Hall with the financial support needed to 

develop the project and also evaluate the impact.
“For Habitat for Humanity, water is a life source, 
hope, health, human development and we have 
the responsibility to care for it, especially for the 
children in La Gallina. We thank God for this great 
blessing and we thank all the allied organizations, 
domestic and international volunteers. We give a 
special thank you to the families of the community 
that participated in making the dream of having 
access to healthy, clean and available water come 
true,” said Frank Matus-Aguirre, Executive Director, 
Habitat for Humanity Nicaragua.

The system will be supported by the Drinking Water 
and Sanitation Committee (CAPS). The Committee 
will train  sanitation advocates to share knowledge 
among the community regarding usage and 
maintenance of the system and the adequate use 
of water sources.

“At FEMSA Foundation we understand the major role 
water plays in the communities. The results range 
from health improvement to greater opportunities 
and increase in productivity. Facilitating the 
infrastructure for accessing drinking water and 
achieve sanitation in communities with insufficient 
sources is a commitment we reiterate today with our 
second project in Nicaragua”, stated Vidal Garza, 
PhD., FEMSA Foundation Director.

We wish to thank all the volunteer teams that came and help us accomplish this project
-Team led by Sean Akell
-Team led by Marc and Cathy
-BuildLouder team led by José Quiñonez
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Representatives from the Water and Sanitations Committee, San Rafael City Hall, FEMSA, Hábitat for Humanity 
Nicaragua and international volunteers froms our affiliates from Orange County and Los Angeles.
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There are many communities in Nicaragua that still lack of clean and fresh water. With your help we can change that 
situation. Get involved now!
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[The Voice of Change] Rosario Arauz, Reflection of a Habitat Homeowner

A woman cannot carry the whole world on her 
shoulders by herself. After all the effort I made 
to build my house, my father died and now I 
have to take care of my mother too. Howev-
er, thanks to the fact that I have a safe place 
for me and my children, I feel that now I have 
something less to be worried about in life. 
Now things are the way I always dreamed they 
would be.

Now I have a small business where I sell veg-
etables; tomatoes, onions and fruit. I also sell 
ice during the hot weather and all my neigh-
bors always buy from me. This small business 
helps me to afford to pay all the expenses of 
my home and to care for my children.  We are 
always looking for means to survive and thanks 

to God we have always found them.

I am very happy in my new home, not only be-
cause now I have a safe place to live, but be-
cause now I realize that I can accomplish great 
things. Thanks to organizations like Habitat and 
the work of the volunteers that came to help, I 
have achieved my dream.

Having this house is a dream, a dream that 
came true. A few months ago, I woke up crying 
because I had dreamed that in the future I was 
going to have my house. Before this, I was never 
quite sure that I was going to accomplish that 
dream, and now I pinch myself because I still 
cannot believe that dream is now a reality for me.

Now there are a lot of people that want to have a 
house like mine. I feel like it is my responsibility 
towards my community to share the knowledge 
I gained during the process of building my own 
home. Now I can explain to my neighbors how  
Habitat works, how the volunteers come to help, 
and how we have to take care of our houses.

I am deeply grateful for everything that was 
done for me, for my family and for my neighbor-
hood. Life is tough but you have to go on. I grew 
up without a father, without a mother, without a 
husband but I never stopped working. I always 
managed to survive and I was able to take my 
5 children out of this misery. We all should find 
means to get ahead in life and we should also 
help other people in doing so. That is our mis-
sion in life.
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National and international volunteer teams that helped build Rosario’s house.
Go to http://bit.ly/Xq9nss [Habitat World. Why we build] to learn more about Rosario’s 
story.
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[Anual Fund]

Replacing a dirt floor for a concrete floor is a 
very simple solution that dramatically improves 
health and secures a right development in 
children’s life.

Having a concrete floor, reduces

78% The presence of parasites in children
81% The incidence of anemia
49% Episodes of diarrhea

It also prevents skin diseases and respiratory 
diseases due to excessive dust and contact with 
the dirt.

Thousands of children  living in poverty in 
Nicaragua skip the very important crawling 
stage. 

The crawling goes far beyond a simple 
improvement in mobility, its connection to the 
physical and intellectual development of the child 
make it a key factor that marks the development 
of their school learning writing and reading.
Therefore it is very important to crawl, because 
it allows the convergence of short view, which is 
essential in the correct learning process.

The 45 % of households in Nicaragua have a dirt floor

With your support you can help change this situation
More information: involucrate@habitatnicaragua.org.ni

Go to www.habitat.org
and designate your donation to Nicaragua, code #822300
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As a result from the campaign “Un piso para 
Jugar- A floor to play on” that was launched from 
November 29th to December 30th at different 
shopping centers in Managua, there are now 221 
new donors who contribute monthly support for 
the projects of Habitat for Humanity in Nicaragua.

As of now, “Un piso para Jugar” is being promoted 
in the major shopping centers in the city  to help 
identify and invite people interested in supporting 
our missión  to provide adequate housing for 
more children and their families. Habitat for 
Humanity Nicaragua continues the campaign 
on a person to person basis, generating dialog 
to raise awareness of the situation and the reality 
that 45% of Nicaraguan households are lacking a 
proper floor in their houses.

This campaign seeks to involve more Nicaraguans 
in the active role to improve conditions for families 
in extreme poverty living in insecure, overcrowded 
and unsanitary conditions throughout the country. 
“Un piso para jugar” is a direct mandate of the 
mission of Habitat for Humanity to bring people 
together to build houses, communities and hope.
 
Habitat for Humanity Nicaragua invites you to 
support our mission and together assure that 
more children and their families live in a secure 
and proper house with a floor made of concrete 
where they can learn, play and grow.
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[Contact us]

Habitat for Humanity Nicaragua 
PO Box No.2236 
(505) 2270 1080 

habitat@habitatnicaragua.org.ni  
Facebook: Habitat Nicaragua               

Twitter: HabitatNic

[Get Involved]
Join our social media networks

Promote the cause
Contact you local affiliate

Volunteer
Donate

The main source of income of Habitat for 
Humanity Nicaragua has always been 
and will continue to be the people that 
share with us the resources God has 

given them to help people in most need


